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Common Signs


The loss/lack  of:


-motor skills


-cognitive skills


-bowel and bladder control


-social interest/play


-social skills/interaction


-speech


Repetitive behavior


Hypersensitivity


Behavioral/emotional problems


Impaired nonverbal behaviors


Seizures are also prevalent in children with CDD

















Resources


Your child has the right to educational services and care provided by the government through public agencies and schools.


Family Resource Center at the Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh- Phone: 412-692-5288


www.hsls.pitt.edu/guides/ chi/chp


Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic (WPIC) - clinical care. For general information or to make an appointment, call 412-624-1000.


wpic.upmc.com/Default. htm


List of Local Support Programs


www.chp.edu/parents/ 01_support_programs.php


Pennsylvania Department of Public Welfare- various services provided for children and families


www.dpw.state.pa.us/


BBB Autism Online Support Network- support network by parents for parents


www.bbbautism.com/
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Childhood Disintegrative Disorder





Have you noticed a change in your 3-4 year old child’s development?
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Is your child:





No longer potty trained?


Talking less?


Not playing with other children?











Getting Help for the Family


If you learn that your child has CDD, feelings of guilt, fear, and anger are very natural reactions. Do not be afraid to get help from a mental health professional for you and your family. Raising a child with CDD and finding reliable support can be very stressful.





Treatment Options


Studies show that the best treatment for your child should be individualized, which means that it was made with your child in mind. You can get other types of help too. You can find specialists to help your child learn more words and to move around better. They can also teach your child proper ways of behaving. People like these are called behavioral psychologists, occupational therapists and language pathologists.


You may also want to think about getting medication to keep your child from hurting himself and others.
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National Associations


National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) – works towards public awareness, education, and assistance. Local chapter available.


       www.nami.org/


National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) – looks for more information and treatments


www.nimh.nih.gov/health/publications/autism/complete-publication.shtml


National Dissemination Center for Children with Disabilities- contains information about children with disabilities, special education, and related organizations.


www.nichcy.org/resources/disintegrative.asp


List of additional National Organizations in PA


www.k12academics.com/pa_cddorg.htm




















Symptoms


Most warning signs show up as a loss of skills in the areas below.











General Information


An infant with childhood disintegrative disorder (CDD) usually grows up fine until at least age 2. But then they will start losing skills in many areas around 3 to 4 years old. 


CDD in children does not happen a lot.  There is still very little known about CDD and what causes it. But CDD seems a lot like autism, another disorder.  Children with autism also have problems playing with other kids or adults, talking, and behaving like other children. Autism happens more often so more facts are known about it.  That is why it should be used to help you look for information and treatment. 





Diagnosis


Getting help early and making the family part of the process is important. Please call your doctor for a check-up. If there is anything wrong, the doctor will refer you to a specialist. Your child’s’ skills in all areas will be tested.



































